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Investigation name: Complaint matter - Ian Lucas MP 

IOPC reference: 2019/118137 

> Summary of IOPC conclusions  

A summary of our conclusions and our rationale is set out below. 

> Former Chief Constable (CC) Mark Polin 

 

At no point during the investigation was any evidence brought to our attention that 
indicated former CC Mark Polin behaved in a manner that would justify disciplinary 
proceedings or committed a criminal offence. We were of the opinion that there was no 
case to answer against him.   

In reaching this decision we have considered that former CC Polin requested input 
from former Officer G, who was the Senior Investigating Officer (SIO) on the 
investigation into the murder of Mr Churton; and Officer C, who was the chief officer 
responsible for operations in the area the murder occurred, to draft a response to Mr 
Lucas. Former Officer G’s statement explained that he discussed drafting the response 
to Mr Lucas request with Officer C and had “naturally assumed” the IOPC investigation 
would include looking into the prior arrest of Mr Davidson, therefore felt it would 
“inappropriate” to comment upon an ongoing IOPC investigation. 

We also considered that former CC Polin did not act as Appropriate Authority for IOPC 
independent investigations, that role being fulfilled by Officer F, therefore, former CC 
Polin was not in receipt of the IOPC terms of reference for the investigation, nor any 
updates on the progress of the independent investigation.  

As highlighted by former CC Polin’s 11 December 2017 request to the Professional 
Standards Department for an update on the IOPC independent investigation, which 
was provided by Officer E, including the following “the IPCC are investigating our 
contact with the deceased and our response to the complaint of robbery he made 
shortly before he was murdered”. 

It is clear that former CC Polin additionally placed weight in the drafted response to Mr 
Lucas by replicating information given to the Daily Post newspaper by NWP press 
office and the North Wales deputy PCC.  

The available evidence would indicate that, during the compilation of the response to 
Mr Lucas, on behalf of former CC Polin, none of those involved in producing the 
response highlighted to former CC Polin that the IOPC investigation focus on Mr 
Churton’s contact with the police, rather than Mr Davidson.  

No evidence has been brought to our attention which would indicate that former CC 
Polin made a deliberate attempt to mislead Mr Lucas. To the contrary, the evidence 
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suggests Mr Polin was conscientious in chasing the draft response one working day 
after receiving Mr Lucas’ letter and ensuring feedback was sought from both the 
operational officer’s involved in investigation of Mr Churton’s murder and PSD 
regarding the IOPC referral. 

> Decision regarding upholding of complaints  

As the investigation into the allegation that former CC Polin provided false statements 

to Mr Lucas in relation to the IOPC’s initial investigation following the death of Mr 

Churton was not certified as subject to special requirements, we were able to reach a 

conclusion about whether or not to uphold the complaint. 

For each complaint, we reached a conclusion about whether the complaint should be 

upheld or not upheld. 

On the basis of the evidence collated during the investigation, it was our opinion that 

the complaint against North Wales Police Former Chief Constable Mark Polin was not 

upheld. 

 

 
 


